1991

History of the 20 Special Operations
Squadron

MAJCOM: AFSOC Location: Hurlburt Air Field (Eglin field 9)
Wing: 1 Special Operations Wing Type Aircraft: MH-53]
# Hours : UNK # Sorties: UNK

Passengers: UNK Cargo: UNK Ibs. Expended 7.62: UNK rds 50 CAL: UNK

Commander: Lt. Col. Richard L. Comer
Senior Enlisted: Chief Master Sergeant John D. Selfridge
Personnel Strength (Min/Max): UNK Officers UNK Enlisted

Commentary: 1991 saw the 20th continuing vigilance in the deserts of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Early
in January the war in Kuwait became more than a waiting game. According to General Schwartzkopf
the 20th had the distinction of "starting the war". Several missions were flown for SAR activities as

well as special operations.

Significant Missions: 21 January 1991. captain Tom Trask, Major Michael E. Homan, Tsgt James A.
Peterson, Jr., Tsgt Gregory Vanhyning, Msgt Timothy B. Hadrych, and Sgt Craig Dock flew through
numerous hazards at nap of the earth levels into the Iraq desert to rescue Navy Lt. Devon Jones. This
marks the first successful combat SAR since the Vietnam war.

Significant Awards: Air Force Cross: Silver Star:
Distinguished Flying Cross: Bronze Star:
Purple Heart: Air Medals:



